Please amend claims 2, 3, 34-36, 38, 40-42 and 45 as follows: 



2. (Twice Amended) A genetic construct which is capable of delaying, repressing or 
otherwise reducing the expression of a target gene in an animal cell, which is transfected with 
said genetic construct in the cell, wherein said genetic construct comprises at least two structural 
gene sequences, wherein each of said structural gene sequences comprises a nucleotide sequence 
which is substantially identical to said target gene, or a region or derivative of said target gene, 
and wherein said at least two structural gene sequences are placed operably under the control of a 
single promoter sequence which is operable in said cell, wherein at least one of said structural 
gene sequences is placed operably in the sens/ orientation under the control of said promoter 



sequence. 

3. (Twice Amended) A gen6tic construct which is capable of delaying, repressing or 
otherwise reducing the expression ojfa target gene in an animal cell, which is transfected with 
said genetic construct in the cell v wherein said genetic construct comprises at least two structural 
gene sequences wherein each ot said structural gene sequences is separately placed under the 
control of a promoter whicl/is operable in said cell, and wherein each of said structural gene 
sequences comprises a nucleotide sequence which is substantially identical to said target gene, or 
a region or derivative^of said target gene, wherein at least one of said structural gene sequences is 
placed operably irr the sense orientation under the control of an individual promoter sequence. 

34. (Amended) A genetic construct wnich is capable of delaying, repressing or 
otherwise reducing the expression of a target gene in an animal cell which is transfected with 
said genetic construct in the cell, wherein saftd synthetic gene comprises at least two structural 
J ' gene sequences, wherein each of said steoctural gene sequences comprises a nucleotide sequence 
which is substantially identical to saics target gene, or a region or derivative of said target gene, 
and wherein said at least two struqfural gene sequences are placed operably under the control of a 
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single promoter sequence which is operable in said cell, wherein at least one eff said structural 
gene sequences is placed operably in the sense orientation under the contort of said promoter 
sequence and wherein at least one other of said structural gene sequen^s is placed operably in 
the antisense orientation under the control of said promoter sequence. 

35. (Amended) A genetic construct which is capable of delaying, repressing or 
otherwise reducing the expression of a target gene in an aninral cell which is transfected with 
said genetic construct in the cell, wherein said genetic construct comprises at least two structural 
gene sequences and each of said structural gene sequences is separately placed under the control 
of a promoter which is operable in said cell, and wherein each of said structural gene sequences 
comprises a nucleotide sequence which is substantially identical to said target gene, or a region 
or derivative of said target gene, wherein at least one of said structural gene sequences is placed 
operably in the sense orientation under the control of an individual promoter sequence, and 
wherein at least one other of said strucairal gene sequences is placed operably in the antisense 
orientation under the control of another individual promoter sequence. 

36. (Amended) A genetic construct which is capable of delaying, repressing or 
otherwise reducing the expression of a target gene in an animal cell which is transfected with 
said genetic construct in theycell, wherein said genetic construct comprises at least two structural 
gene sequences, wherein pch of said structural gene sequences comprises a nucleotide sequence 
which is substantially identical to said target gene, or a region or derivative of said target gene, 
and wherein said at least two structural gene sequences are placed operably under the control of a 
single promoter sequence which is operable in said cell, wherein at least one of said structural 
gene sequences is/placed operably in the sense orientation under the control of said promoter 
sequence, wherein at least one other of said structural gene sequences is placed operably in the 
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antisense orientation under the control ofrsaid promoter sequence, and wherein said at least one 
structural gene sequence that is placed4n the sense orientation relative to said promoter and said 
at least one structural gene sequence that is placed in the antisense orientation relative to said 
promoter are spaced from eachr other by a nucleic acid stuffer fragment. 




^) 38. (Amended) 'A cell ptfmprising the genetic construct of any one of claims 2-3, 34- 
36 or 46. 

40. (Amended) A method of delaying or repres^fhg the expression of a target gene in 
an animal cell, comprising transfecting said animal cell/^ith a genetic construct, wherein said 
genetic construct comprises a structural gene sequp*(ce comprising a nucleotide sequence which 
is substantially identical to the nucleotide sea^ence of said target gene, or a region or derivative 
of said target gene, wherein said stmcUw^f g^^s placed operably in the sense orientation under 
the control of a promoter which is c^erable in said cell, thereby delaying or repressing the 
expression of said target gene^n said animal cell. 

41. (Amended) A method of delaying or repressnzg the expression of a target gene in 
animal cell, comprising transfecting said animal cell With a genetic construct, wherein said 

genetic construct comprises at least two structuralgene sequences, wherein each of said 
structural gene sequences comprises a nucleotWe sequence which is substantially identical to the 
nucleotide sequence of said target gene/or a region or derivative of said target gene, and wherein 
said at least two structural gene sequences are placed operably under the control of a single 
promoter sequence which is ojierable in said cell, wherein at least one of said structural gene 
sequences is placed operaoly in the sense orientation under the control of said promoter 




sequence. 
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42. (Amende^ The method according to claim 41 5 wherein at least one other of said 
ctural gene sequences is placed operably in the antisense orientation under the control of said 
promoter segue; 

45. (Amended) A method ofidelaying or repressing the expression of a target gene in 
an animal cell, comprising expressing/in said animal cell a genetic construct, wherein said 
genetic construct comprises at leagf two structural gene sequences, wherein each of said 
structural gene sequences is separately placed under the control of a promoter which is operable 
in said cell, and wherein e^ch of said structural gene sequences comprises a nucleotide sequence 
which is substantiallyidentical to said target gene, or a region or derivative of said target gene, 
wherein at least ojAq of said structural gene sequences is placed operably in the sense orientation 
under the control of an individual promoter sequence. 



Please add claims 46-49: 



46. A genetic construct comprising two structural geiie sequences, wherein each of 
said structural gene sequences is identical to a target gene in an animal cell, and wherein the two 
structural gene sequences are placed operably under the control of a single promoter sequence 
which is operable in said cell, wherein one of said struoural gene sequences is placed operably 
in the sense orientation under the control of said promoter sequence, wherein the other of said 
two structural gene sequences is placed operaWy in the antisense orientation under the control of 
said promoter sequence, and wherein the t^o struct^^sequences are spaced from each other by 
a nucleic acid stuffer fragment. 

47. A method of delaying/or repressing the expression of a target gene in an animal 
cell, comprising expressing in said/animal cell a genetic construct, wherein said genetic construct 
comprises two structural gene s/quences, wherein each of said structural gene sequences is 
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